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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
JANUARY 3, 2001

TRI ORIGIN COMPLETESPRIVATE PLACEMENT

Tri Origin Exploration Ltd. (TOE:TSE) announces that it has completed an offering of
1,000,000 flow-through common shares for gross proceeds of $150,000. The financing was
arranged with Dominion Canada Resources LP V1, a partnership managed by Tuscarora Capital
Inc. Asaresult of thisfinancing, Tri Origin’s common shares outstanding have increased from
13,793,783 to 14,793,783.

The proceeds of the financing will be used to conduct further exploration at the Company’s
Ontario projects. The optioned Wawa project near Wawa, Ontario isfirst on Tri Origin's agenda
as exploration work last year identified kimberlite, arock type that has the potential to host
diamonds. Tri Origin’s exploration program will focus on the completion of magnetic and
Induced Polarization geophysical surveying followed by diamond drilling to test anomalies
interpreted to be associated with kimberlite pipes.

Tri Originisalso actively exploring its 100% owned, Woodlawn base metal project, New South
Wales, Australia. Inmet Mining Corporation is funding the project and has the option to earn a
60% interest in the project by spending $3.81 million (Australian) on acombination of both
exploration expenditures and cash paymentsto Tri Origin’ssubsidiary Tri Origin AustraiaN.L.
over 4 years.

For further information, contact:

Catherine Hill, Investor Relations

Tri Origin Exploration Ltd.

Tel: (905) 294-9942

Fax: (905) 294-9943

E-mail: explore@triorigin.com

Visit our website at: www.triorigin.com

Tri Origin Exploration Ltd. is publicly listed on the Toronto Stock Exchange under the trading symbol TOE.
Currently there are 14,793,783 common shares outstanding.



